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Counsel to the President Speaks  at  Law Day Program
T h e  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s  b e g a n  a  g r a n d  n e w  t r a d i t i o n  o n  M a y
4 t h  o f  t h i s  y e a r  w T h e  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s  b e g a n  a  g r a n d  n e w
t r a d i t i o n  o n  M a y  4 t h  o f  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  i t s  f i r s t  a n n u a l  c e l e b r a t i o n
o f  L a w  D a y .   T h e  e v e n t  w a s  j o i n t l y  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  C o u r t  o f
Federal Claims Bar Association and the Federal Circuit Bar Association.
T h e  p a c k e d  b a l l r o o m  a t  t h e  S t .  R e g i s  H o t e l ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  m a n y
j u d g e s  a n d  o t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  w a s  t r e a t e d  t o  r e m a r k s  b y  C o u n s e l
t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A l b e r t o  G o n z a l e z ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o
a  s u m p t u o u s  l u n c h .   J u d g e  G o n z a l e z  p r o v i d e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w i t h
h i s  p e r s o n a l  i n s i g h t s  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  C o u n s e l  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d
o n  l i f e  i n s i d e  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e .   A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  h i s  r e m a r k s ,
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C h i e f  J u d g e  E d w a r d  D a m i c h  a n d  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n
P r e s i d e n t  D a v i d  C h u r c h i l l  P r e s e n t s  H o n o r a r y  B a r
M e m b e r s h i p  t o  C o u n s e l  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  A l b e r t o
G o n z a l e z

J u d g e  G o n z a l e z  w a s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a s  C o u n s e l  t o  P r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  W .  B u s h  i n  J a n u a r y  o f
2 0 0 1 .   P r i o r  t o  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  h e  s e r v e d  a s  a  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f
T e x a s .  B e f o r e  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  T e x a s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i n  1 9 9 9 ,  h e  s e r v e d  a s  T e x a s ’
1 0 0 t h  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f r o m  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  1 9 9 7  t o  J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 9 9 .   A m o n g  h i s  m a n y

J u d g e  G o n z a l e z  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  a  f r a m e d  c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  C h i e f  J u d g e  E d w a r d  D a m i c h  a n d
Cour t  o f  Federa l  C la ims  Bar  Assoc ia t ion  Pres iden t  Dav id  Church i l l ,  r ecogn iz ing  h i s  admiss ion
a s  a n  h o n o r a r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B a r  o f  t h e  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s .

A  c a p a c i t y  c r o w d  a t  t h e  S t .  R e g i s  H o t e l  l i s t e n s  t o  r e m a r k s

f r o m  C o u n s e l  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  A l b e r t o  G o n z a l e z

d u t i e s  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  G o n z a l e s  w a s  a  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r
to then Governor Bush,  chief  elect ions off icer ,  and the Governor’s
lead l iaison on Mexico and border issues.   Prior to his appointment
a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  G o n z a l e s  w a s  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  t o
G o v e r n o r  B u s h  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .   B e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s
s t a f f ,  h e  w a s  a  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  l a w  f i r m  o f  V i n s o n  &  E l k i n s
L . L . P .  i n  H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s .   H e  j o i n e d  t h e  f i r m  i n  J u n e  1 9 8 2 .
W h i l e  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ,  G o n z a l e s  a l s o  t a u g h t  l a w  a s  a n
a d j u n c t  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H o u s t o n  L a w  C e n t e r .
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Message from the Chief Judge
A Midsummer ' s  Br i e f

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  I  w a s
p l ea sed  t o  no t e  t ha t ,  w i th  Judge  George
Mil ler’s  confirmation by the U.S.  Senate ,
t h e  C o u r t  -  a f t e r  a  l a p s e  o f  a  f e w
y e a r s  -  r e a c h e d  i t s  f u l l  s t a t u t o r y
c o m p l e m e n t  o f  1 6  a c t i v e  j u d g e s .
In the same vein,  in  Apri l ,  the judges
of  the  Cour t  approved  the  se lec t ion
o f  J a m e s  W a n g  a s  C h i e f  D e p u t y
Cle rk  fo r  In format ion  Technology ,
comple t ing  the  t r iumvi ra te  o f  ch ie f
d e p u t y  c l e r k s  ( w i t h  L i s a  D e F a d e ,
Operations; and Henry Nolan, Administration)
s e r v i n g  u n d e r  C l e r k  o f  t h e  C o u r t  B r i a n
B i s h o p .   J i m  c o m e s  t o  o u r  C o u r t  f r o m
t h e  U . S .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t
of Columbia, where he was highly regarded
( o u r  t h a n k s  t o  D . C . D . C . ’ s  C h i e f  J u d g e
Thomas Hogan for his generous understanding
a n d  s t r o n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ) .   W i t h  a
s u p e r b  t e a m  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a l r e a d y  i n
p l a c e  i n  o u r  “ S y s t e m s ”  o f f i c e ,  J i m  i s
managing a  number  of  important  projects
f o r  t h e  C o u r t  a n d  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h
Judge  Fran  Al legra ,  cha i r  o f  the  Cour t ’ s
T e c h n o l o g y  C o m m i t t e e .

In  May,  as  more ful ly  reported separately
i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  t h e  C o u r t  a n d  t h e
C F C  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h
t h e  F e d e r a l  C i r c u i t  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
s p o n s o r e d  a  l u n c h e o n  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e
Court’s First Annual Law Day celebration.
A  c a p a c i t y  c r o w d  o f  n e a r l y  2 5 0  h e a r d
t h e  H o n o r a b l e  A l b e r t o  R .  G o n z a l e s ,
C o u n s e l  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
States, describe the duties and responsibilities
o f  “ t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  l a w y e r ”  a n d  t h e

c u t t i n g - e d g e  l e g a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  d r i v e  t h e
“ r o u t i n e ”  o f  h i s  b u s y  o f f i c e .

L a w  D a y ,  f i r s t  p r o c l a i m e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t
Dwight  Eisenhower in May of  1957,  serves

as a particular occasion to recognize
o u r  c o u n t r y ’ s  “ g r e a t  h e r i t a g e  o f
l i b e r t y ,  j u s t i c e  a n d  e q u a l i t y  u n d e r
l a w . ”   I n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  P r e s i d e n t
E i s e n h o w e r ’ s  c h a r g e  t o  t h e  l e g a l
p r o f e s s i o n  t o  t a k e  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e
i n  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n
t h i s  o b s e r v a n c e ,  w e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d
to  i naugura t e  ou r  Cour t ’ s  p rog ram

a s  a n  a n n u a l  e v e n t .   S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  a r e
d u e  t o  D a v i d  C h u r c h i l l ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f
the CFC Bar Association; James Brookshire,
Execu t ive  Di rec to r  o f  the  Federa l  C i rcu i t
Bar Association; Clarence Kipps, Chairman
o f  t h e  C F C  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ;  T h o m a s
M a d d e n ,  o f  t h e  V e n a b l e  l a w  f i r m ,  f o r
h i s  w o r k  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  l u n c h e o n  h o s t
commi t tee ;  and  Caro le  Ba i l ey ,  CFC S ta f f
Attorney, for extraordinary work in organizing
t h e  e v e n t .

I n  J u n e ,  t h e  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  C o u r t  v o t e d
to  r eappo in t  (Ch ie f )  Spec ia l  Mas te r  Gary
G o l k i e w i c z  t o  a n o t h e r  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .
G a r y  h a s  d o n e  a  s u p e r b  j o b  a s  a  S p e c i a l
Mas te r  h imse l f  and  as  Chie f  o f  the  Of f ice
o f  S p e c i a l  M a s t e r s .

F i n a l l y ,  I ’ d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  a
g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  C o u r t ’ s  w o r k  s o  f a r  t h i s
f i s c a l  y e a r .   I n  t h e  e i g h t  m o n t h s  s i n c e
t h e  O c t o b e r  1  s t a r t  o f  F Y  2 0 0 4 ,  5 8 0
new (non-vacc ine )  cases  have  been  f i l ed .
I f  t h i s  r a t e  o f  f i l i n g s  h o l d s  s t e a d y ,  w e
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c a n  a n t i c i p a t e  a  f u l l  y e a r ’ s  t o t a l  o f
8 7 0 .   T h i s  t o t a l  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h ,
although somewhat ahead of, past history:
s i n c e  F Y  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r
o f  c a s e s  f i l e d  p e r  f i s c a l  y e a r  h a s  b e e n
7 4 5 .   T h e  8 7 0  a n t i c i p a t e d  n e w  c a s e s
i n  F Y  2 0 0 4  c o m p a r e s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f
5 2 4  n e w  c a s e s  f i l e d  i n  F Y  2 0 0 3 .

B i d  p r o t e s t s  a r e  a l s o  u p  o v e r  F Y  2 0 0 3 .
I n  F Y  2 0 0 3 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  5 8  b i d  p r o t e s t s
f i l e d  a t  t h e  C o u r t .   I n  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t
m o n t h s  o f  F Y  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n
5 0  b i d  p r o t e s t s .   O n  a n  a n n u a l i z e d
b a s i s ,  t h a t  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  u p w a r d s  o f
75  b id  p ro t e s t s  by  the  end  o f  t h i s  f i s ca l
y e a r .

A s  o f  t h e  e n d  o f  M a y ,  E C F  ( e l e c t r o n i c
ca se  f i l i ng )  c a se s ,  i . e . ,  t hose  fo r  wh ich
a l l  t h e  c a s e  f i l i n g s  -  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e
initial complaint - are made electronically,
c o m p r i s e d  1 3 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  d o c k e t
of cases before the Court.  This percentage
wil l  continue to grow as more categories
o f  c a s e s  a r e  d e n o m i n a t e d  a s  E C F - o n l y
and  a s  o lde r ,  “pape r”  ca se s  r each  f i na l
disposition.  For example, since September
2 0 0 2 ,  a l m o s t  a l l  n e w  c o n t r a c t  c a s e s
have  been  de s igna t ed  ECF-on ly .   Ove r
t h e  p a s t  2 1  y e a r s ,  c o n t r a c t  c a s e s  h a v e
r a n g e d  f r o m  2 7  %  t o  4 9  %  o f  t h e  c a s e s
f i l e d  i n  a  g i v e n  f i s c a l  y e a r .   T h u s ,

based  on  cont rac t  cases  a lone ,  i t  should
no t  be  l ong  be fo re  ECF  ca se s  compr i s e
a n y w h e r e  f r o m  a  q u a r t e r  t o  h a l f  o f
t h e  C o u r t ’ s  d o c k e t .

O f  n o n - v a c c i n e ,  n o n - p r o  s e  c a s e s  f i l e d
th rough  May  31  in  FY 2004 ,  the  c l a ims
-  in  those cases  that  have s ta ted demands
-  h a v e  t o t a l e d  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  $ 3 2
b i l l i o n .   O f  c a s e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  t h r o u g h
t h e  s a m e  d a t e ,  j u d g m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n
g r a n t e d  t o t a l i n g  a  b i t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 6
m i l l i o n .   C o m p a r a b l e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e
e n t i r e t y  o f  F Y  2 0 0 3  w e r e  $ 3 0  b i l l i o n
i n  c l a i m s  a n d  n e a r l y  $ 8 7 8  m i l l i o n  i n
j u d g m e n t s  a w a r d e d .

L e t  m e  c l o s e  w i t h  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e
Court’s Judicial Conference on November
9  a n d  1 0  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  J u d g e
M a r y  E l l e n  C o s t e r  W i l l i a m s  a n d  h e r
committee have been crafting an excellent
p r o g r a m  w i t h  a  “ p r a c t i c e ”  f o c u s  a n d
a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  h a n d s - o n  i n s t r u c t i o n
( E C F ,  e l e c t r o n i c  c o u r t r o o m  f a c i l i t i e s ,
e t c . ) .   I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  m a r k  t h e  d a t e
o n  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  a n d  p l a n  t o  a t t e n d .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o u r  C o u r t  l o o k s  f o r w a r d
t o  j o i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s
f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l  C i r c u i t  i n  M a y  2 0 0 5
f o r  a  g a l a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 5 0 t h

ann iversa ry  o f  our  mutua l  p redecessor ,
t h e  C o u r t  o f  C l a i m s ,  i n  1 8 5 5 .

Message  f rom Ch ie f  Judge  .  .  . con t ' d  f rom p .2

Save th is  Date!           Save th is  Date!              Save th is  Date!

Cour t  o f  Federa l  C la ims  17 th  Jud ic ia l  Conference
November  9  &  10 ,  2004  -  Washington ,  DC
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M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e   P r e s i d e n t
The principal  mission of our Association is  to support  the Court  of
Federal Claims in its efforts to administer justice in the most efficient,
fair  and expeditious manner.   The Court i tself  has been active in the
pursuit  of  this  goal  this  year,  and I  am pleased to report  to you that
your Associat ion has been correspondingly support ive and act ive.

First, you are all aware of the “Law Day” luncheon event that we sponsored
jointly with our sister  association,  the Federal  Circuit  Bar Association.
The luncheon featured an address by The Honorable Alberto Gonzales,
Counsel  to the President .   The event  was very well  at tended,  and served
both to increase the profile of our Court in the Washington legal community,

and to provide insight to our members into one of the most important legal jobs in Washington,
and in America.  We hope that this “first  annual” Law Day event will  indeed become an annual
event for the benefit  of the Court,  the Bar and the larger legal community.

Second, the Association’s now established “Brown Bag” series continues to provide educational
programs of  value to  anyone who pract ices  before  the Court .   On June 22,  2004,  we hosted a
program at  the Court  for the large group of summer associates at  f irms and agencies al l  over
the DC area.  Chief Judge Damich, and Judges Block, Bruggink, Sypolt  and Wiese participated
from the Court .   The judges answered the group’s varied quest ions about  the Court ,  ranging
from its  history to i ts  opportunit ies for  clerkships and internships.   As the year progresses,
other Brown Bag Series programs wil l  be scheduled periodically.   These programs serve as
an effective forum for practi t ioners,  and future practi t ioners,  to meet the judges of the Court
and to  learn about  the Court’s  unique pract ices  and procedures .

Third,  preparat ions for  the year’s  big Associat ion event ,  the 17th Court  of  Federal  Claims
Judicial  Conference,  are well  underway.   The Conference wil l  be held November 9-10 at  the
St.  Regis Hotel and at  the Court i tself .   The agenda for the conference is f i l led with important,
substant ive topics  for  the CFC pract i t ioner:

M I s sues  o f  Au tho r i ty  o f  Governmen t  Agen t s
M Use  o f  Expe r t s  i n  CFC t r i a l  p roceed ings
M Elec t ron ic  D i scove ry  -  l a t e s t  deve lopmen t s
M J u d g e s ’  P a n e l
M Eth ica l  Cons ide ra t ions  fo r  Governmen t  At to rneys  and  The i r  Oppos ing  Counse l
M Remedies  Ava i l ab le  a t  t he  CFC
M Simul taneous  Breakou t  Sess ions  on  the  cons t i tuen t  pa r t s  o f  the  Cour t ’ s  ju r i sd ic t ion

Please  mark  your  ca l enda r s  fo r  t he  Jud ic i a l  Confe rence  on  November  9 -10 .

Bes t  Rega rds ,
David  Churchi l l
dchurch i l l@jenner . com
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Postcard from Iraq
O n  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  h i s  t e r m  a s
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  J o h n  E u l e r  b e g a n  a
n e w  c h a l l e n g e .  O n  t h a t  d a y  h e  b e g a n  a  s i x - m o n t h  d e t a i l  f r o m  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s
Depu ty  D i r ec to r  o f  t he  To r t s  B ranch  o f  t he  C iv i l  D iv i s i on  a t  t he  U .S .  Depa r tmen t
o f  J u s t i c e .   H i s  n e w  l o c a t i o n  a n d  a s s i g n m e n t :  B a g h d a d ,  I r a q ,  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f
G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  o f  t h e  C o a l i t i o n  P r o v i s i o n a l  A u t h o r i t y .   J o h n  j o i n s  a b o u t  1 5
o t h e r  l a w y e r s ,  b o t h  c i v i l i a n  a n d  m i l i t a r y .   H i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t f o l i o  d e a l s  w i t h
l i t i g a t i o n  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  I r a q  a n d  i t s  s t a t e
o w n e d  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  d i s p u t e s  a n d  b a n k i n g  m a t t e r s  t o
p e r s o n a l  a n d  p r o p e r t y  t o r t  c a s e s ,  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  m o n e y  a t  s t a k e .   J o h n  h a s
been  keep ing  h i s  co l l eagues ,  f r i ends  and  fami ly  in fo rmed  o f  h i s  exper i ence  by
emai l ,  the  mos t  recen t  o f  which  i s  repr in ted  be low.

cont'd on Page 6

I n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o u r t  o f  F e d e r a l  C l a i m s
w i l l  b e  r e l e a s i n g  G e n e r a l  O r d e r  N u m b e r  2 0 0 4 - x x ,  w h i c h  i s  a n

a m e n d m e n t  t o  G e n e r a l  O r d e r  N u m b e r  2 0 0 3 - 4 2  i s s u e d  M a r c h  1 0 ,
2 0 0 3 .   T h e  n e w  G e n e r a l  O r d e r  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e

E - G o v e r n m e n t  A c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s t r e a m l i n i n g  t h e  C o u r t ’ s  C a s e
M a n a g e m e n t / E l e c t r o n i c  C a s e  F i l i n g  ( C M / E C F )  p r o c e d u r e s .

A f t e r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  n e w  G e n e r a l  O r d e r ,  t h e  C o u r t ’ s  C M / E C F
s y s t e m  w i l l  e x p a n d  t o  i n c l u d e  c a s e s  w i t h  s e a l e d  d o c u m e n t s ,  n e w

c l a s s e s  o f  t a x  c a s e s ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c a s e s .

T h e  C o u r t  e n c o u r a g e s  a t t o r n e y s  w h o  c u r r e n t l y  d o  n o t  h a v e  a  C M / E C F
a c c o u n t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  o n l i n e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m  f o u n d  o n  t h e
C o u r t ’ s  i n t e r n e t  s i t e  ( h t t p : / / w w w . u s c f c . u s c o u r t s . g o v ) ,  f a x  t h e
c o m p l e t e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m  t o  ( 2 0 2 )  2 0 8 - 4 9 5 3 ,  a n d  t a k e  t h e

a t t o r n e y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t .

P l e a s e  c h e c k  t h e  C o u r t ’ s  w e b s i t e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  f o r  C M / E C F
a n n o u n c e m e n t s .

CM/ECF NEWS
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We asked for some boxes from home containing
things for children such as toys, school supplies,
c lothes  and,  whoa,  did we get  them!  20+
boxes from Bethesda United Methodist Church
and two other churches with more on the
way.  They were stacked al l  over the office
with some really neat stuff such as back packs
stuffed with assorted goodies.   The problem
became what  to do with al l  of  this .   Not to
worry;  a  local  Optimist  Club chapter  with
t ies  to  various orphanages and homes took
7 boxes.   One of  our  interpreters ,  Yagdhan,
took four  to  a  Shi i te  orphanage run by a
friend.   An Iraqi  group called Nintu Society
for Humanitarian Assistance, run by a delightful
woman, Noha Agha,  took four and wil l  take
more.   Our colleague,  Ahmed Salman, has
contacts with st i l l  another orphanage.   And
there is a fairly well known Episcopal Priest,
Canon Andrew White,  with a church close
by that wants to help.   Finally,  we intend to
stroll around the Green Zone and hand things
out to the children we encounter,  many of
whom are already familiar to us.  Hopefully,
we can garner some pictures and good contacts
for  future assistance projects  .  The need is
tremendous.   The kids we see have so l i t t le;
the same clothes day af ter  day.   I  hope we
can help a bi t .

The days as chapel  musician probably are
over.   My li t t le musical crew has broken up
with folks headed home and even the keyboard
Chaplain is departing.  With a new chaplain
coming in,  I  may check out one of the other
services or just  s i t  in the back.   I t  was fun.
A kind of bright,  l i t t le,  creative,  spiri tual
experience with good hearted people that
blossomed and then ended,  (poofl ) ,  so  very
quickly;  a metaphor for the entire Baghdad
experience; and maybe for life.   You have
to make the most  of  i t .   There were some

dramatic moments in that  chapel;  forever
implanted in memory.  Moreover, it did become
a comfortable, familiar place; a gentle refuge
of people of faith in an ornate marble hall
in the palace of a former,  ruthless dictator.
“Blest be the tie that binds.”  I will miss it
but  keep the remembrance.

Running the Green Zone has yielded yet another
unusual site; a kind of Mesopotamian theme
park behind the abandoned theatre complex.
Deserted now, except  by a  few Iraqi  guards
and assor ted exot ic  birds ,  i t  has  an act ion
statue of an Assyrian warrior shooting his
bow from a chariot  at  a  l ion.   There is  a
small lake with other sculpted animals and
fish.  Little canals wind through what were
pleasant  bowers  and grassy picnic  spots ;
bridges, walkways, a sort of Babylonian castle
to cl imb about on,  an “old” Baghdad house
(ala Williamsburg) now housing the guards
who seemed to enjoy showing i t  to us.   The
park is  very quiet  now, in an eerie sort  of
way (reminded me of the old movie “On the
Beach”),  with the former eli te that  were i ts
patrons scattered, the grasses high, the birds
irate and scolding at the intrusion; a time
warp freeze of a former t ime.

We also cl imbed an old observation tower
behind the bunker  palace toward the end of
the day.   Up 250 feet  on lat t iced stairs ,  very
open,  only steel  grid work along the sides.
The view was worth it .   Twilight; the Palace
complex was spread out  to  the  Southeast ,
the Tigris and Baghdad to the East and North
with mosques, big buildings, l i t t le houses,
bombed out buildings, a huge unfinished mosque
with idle construction cranes lingering on
its flanks.  The stalls and tents of the flea
market or “souk” just below. Lots of orange/
yellow light and a dusty horizon.  To the
West,  the ferocious, seemingly huge, sun,
grudgingly setting but getting in his last licks
over the baking landscape;  then the r iver

cont'd on Page 7
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again wending its way south to the desert and, ultimately, the
marshes.

I had my final meeting with Mr. Fakhri in his office, that pleasant
pastel  building where he had put together the most competent
legal operation in Baghdad.  I  briefed the new Iraqi Airways
Director General on the big case currently in trial in Londonand
our  se t t lement  e f for t s  and  then  went  over  the  usua l  l i s t  o f
i t ems  wi th  Fakhr i .   We have  worked  very  wel l  toge ther .
Both  o f  us  a re  obsess ive  and  type  “A”  about  immedia te
pro jec t s  and  about  keeping  th ings  genera l ly  under  cont ro l .
Both  of  us  a re  f rus t ra ted  by  the  impediments  o f  Baghdad
but  en joy  our  ab i l i ty  to  succeed  nonethe less  ( in  re la t ive
terms)  by using our  wi ts ,  tenaci ty ,  and people  ski l ls .  Lunch,
of  cou  r se ,  had  to  be  served  and  I  had  my four th  “masgouf” .
I t  was  be t t e r  th i s  t ime ,  no t  qu i t e  a s  o i ly ;  r ea l ly  a  decen t ,
bas ic  whi te  f i sh .   How ever ,  four  rendi t ions  of  th is  exot ic
d ish ,  ea ten  wi th  the  f ingers ,  wi l l  do  for  now.   I t  was  an
honor  to  be  served  i t .   I  wi l l  miss  Fakhr i  and  wish  h im and
his  family and his  country every success .   During lunch,  the
talk turned to Iraq and the urgent priority of security.  “Then”,
sa id  the  Direc tor  Genera l ,  “we l i f t  up  th is  count ry .”   I t  can
be done with people of  the energy,  competence,  and integri ty
of  Fakhr i  Kadhum.

Speaking of  “masgouf”,  our  I raqi  a t torney col league,  Ahmed
Sa lman ,  roas ted  a  coup le  o f  them ou t  beh ind  the  Pa lace
and gave  d inner  for  our  of f ice  as  a  token of  h is  f r iendship
and  a  s end  o f f .   I t  was  nea t  t o  s ee  how the  f i sh  was  cooked
over  an  open f i re .   There  was  good fe l lowship  and  genuine
warmth .   Wha t  Ahmed  sa id ,  however ,  was  bes t .   He  t a lked
about  the  Amer ican  e f for t  and  the  s t ruggles  coupled  wi th
h i s  hope  and  g ra t i tude .   He  men t ioned  the  news  coverage ,
so  focused in  on random violence  and zooming in  on the
smal l  c rowds  of  hap less ,  egged  on ,  hool igans  who chant
an t i  U .S .  s logans  and  th row rocks  a t  t he  scene  o f  some
bloody  ou t rage .   Alas ,  i t  t ends  to  g ive  the  Wes te rn  pub l ic
the  impress ion  tha t  such  scenes  a re  r ep resen ta t ive .   “For
every one of these street  people there are a thousand Ahmds”,
he  sa id ,  “be l iev ing  in  the  fu ture ,  and  jobs ,  and  peace  wi th
their  famil ies .”

Keep  the  Fa i th ,
John

Change of Address?

RCFC 83 .1 ( c ) (3 )
r e q u i r e s  t h e  a t t o r n e y s
o f  r ecord  fo r  a l l
p a r t i e s  i n  a  C o u r t  o f
F e d e r a l  C l a i m s  c a s e  t o
“ p r o m p t l y  f i l e  w i t h  t h e
c l e r k  a n d  s e r v e  o n  a l l
o t h e r  p a r t i e s  a  n o t i c e
o f  a n y  c h a n g e  i n
addres s . ”   And  p l ease
remember ,  when  you
a r e  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  C o u r t
o f  any  change  o f
a d d r e s s ,  a l s o  n o t i f y  t h e
B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .   T h i s
w i l l  h e l p  t o  e n s u r e
t h a t  y o u  c o n t i n u e  t o
r e c e i v e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f
C o u r t  a n d  B a r
A s s o c i a t i o n
a n n o u n c e m e n t s .   T h e
A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  w e b  s i t e
i n c l u d e s  a  c h a n g e  o f
address  form to  make
t h i s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  q u i c k
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